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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 10, 2013
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  Present were Selectwoman Bik; Selectmen Catalano, Chamberland, Haughey and Dubois; Town Administrator Keyes; and Attorney Costello – Town Counsel.
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Haughey made a motion to accept the minutes of the meetings of November 12, 2013, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous. 
New Business  

Kevin Blanchette – Worcester County Retirement - Mr. Blanchette wanted to provide a brief overview of the Worcester Regional Retirement System and provided a packet (Exhibit A).  He referenced the valuation in the packet, which will be updated soon and also provided information regarding the plan.  

Mr. Blanchette said this is one of the oldest retirement systems and is one of 105 contributory retirement systems for public employees in the Commonwealth. He said they are funded 45% by member contributions.  He said he would get updated figures at the Worcester County Retirement Annual Meeting on January 9, 2014.   He said he would be willing to come back to give a presentation to the employees.  Mr. Keyes said he would have him back in January.
Approve Request to Add One Car on Premises to the Class II License for Roger Ducharme, Morin Tire Sales, 633 Rathbun Street - Mr. Ducharme said the State of Massachusetts requires that Class II holders be able to hold at least 1 car on the premises.  He said since he sells cars and has a dealer plate, he needs a place to store the vehicle and his license needs to reflect that in order to meet the State requirements.  
Mr. Haughey approved the request to add one car on the premises to the Class II license for Roger Ducharme, Morin Tire Sales, seconded by Ms. Bik (Exhibit B).  Chairman Dubois said this would be effective January 1, 2014.  Vote unanimous.

Audit Report - Mr. Powers and Mr. Serreti from Powers & Sullivan were here.  Mr. Keyes said they conducted an independent audit this past June on the old Collector/Treasurer’s office.  

Mr. Powers said several months ago they were requested to do a certain type of audit and they had to agree up front on the type of testing.  He said they needed to understand the environment of the past years and needed to do more extensive testing.  He said they looked at 2008-2012.  He said Melanson & Heath and his firm found material weaknesses during their audits.  He said he noticed the same comments were made year after year in the management letters but there were no changes.   
Chairman Dubois asked about ambulance funding.  Mr. Powers said the money was never gone.  He said the money was not going to a third party but there was a disconnect.
Mr. Powers said he would make general recommendations for the policies and also made some policy adjustments.  Chairman Dubois said they would continue with the Audit Report after the 8:00 PM Classification Hearing.
Hearings & Meetings 
Public Hearing – 8:00 PM – Classification Hearing – Chairman Dubois read the notice of Public Hearing and said it was advertised in the The Woonsocket Call (Exhibit C).  

Mrs. Schandelmayer-Davis, Mr. Gilbert, Ms. Whiteley - members of the Board of Assessors and Mrs. Salamone – Assistant Assessor were here.  Mrs. Salamone said they are here to see if the Selectmen will decide to split the tax rate.  She said cities and towns have to fulfill three conditions before adopting multiple tax rates.   
The Commissioner of Revenue needs to certify that real and personal property values are being assessed at full and fair cash value every three years.  She said this a recertification year for the Town and our values have preliminary certification.

All real and personal property needs to be classified into one of five categories:  residential, open space, commercial, industrial and personal property.

The Board of Selectmen needs to hold a public hearing and vote to tax classes at the same or different rates.

Mrs. Salamone said the Board of Assessors has decided unanimously to recommend that the Board of Selectmen not split the tax rate.  She said their values are in the process of being approved by the Department and will use the proposed tax rate of $18.83 for calculation purposes.  She said they recommend that they continue to maintain a single tax rate. 
Mr. Watson - 5 Fairway Lane – He is the former Tax Assessor and the Board of Assessors is right not to split the tax rate.  He referenced the Pilot Agreement with International Power.  He said the pilot agreement is payment in lieu of taxes and when the pilot agreement ends they will receive tax money.

Mr. Haughey made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.

Mr. Haughey moved to keep the classification for a single tax rate the same, seconded by Mr. Chamberland (Exhibit D).  Vote unanimous.

New Business 

Continuation of the Audit Report – Ms. Bik said she needs clarification and asked if the ambulance account is a revolving account.   Attorney Costello said it is not.  He said revolving accounts are separate accounts established by the statute.  He said fees have to be set aside and cannot be expended until the Annual Town Meeting.  He said the practice seems to be some of these fees were deposited into certain accounts.  He said this is not illegal but, if they were not reconciled frequently, it can cause confusion.  He said they need to keep a closer eye on that.   Mr. Sullivan said in this case they need to look at the ledger and not the bank account.  Mr. Haughey said he wants to look at both.  Mr. Sullivan said for that one account there has been a disconnect.    
Mr. Catalano asked about the procedures manual.  Mr. Keyes said they have a policy/procedures manual and are updating it.   He said new cameras were installed in the building and the Collector/Treasurer is implementing policies by Powers and Sullivan. 
Approve Change of Class II Business Organization Name From Kenneth Robinson, 135 Blackstone Street, to Patricia A. Drooff, d/b/a Robinson Equipment Corporation LLC, 135 Blackstone Street – Chairman Dubois said this is to just change the name.  Ms. Bik made a motion to approve the name change, seconded by Mr. Haughey (Exhibit E).  Vote was four ayes; Mr. Chamberland was not present when they voted. 

Hearings & Meetings  

Public Hearing – 8:30 PM Cable Television License – Chairman Dubois read the notice of Public Hearing and said it was advertised in the Woonsocket Call (Exhibit F).  Mr. Dolinski and Paul Jacobs – members of the Ad Hoc Committee and Catherine Maloney from Comcast were here.    
Mr. Dolinski - 17 Dawes Street - He said the Ad Hoc Committee is negotiating cable services only.  He said Ms. Bik is also on the Committee.  He said Comcast is paying for a stenographer to be here also.  
Mr. Dolinski said the contract expires in January 2014 and they have been meeting on a regular basis.  He said the public hearing is required by general law and at the conclusion will accept comments up to 3:00 PM next Monday, December 16, 2013.  He said the current and new contracts are available at the Town Administrator’s office.  He said he will remain outside after the public hearing to discuss internet billing or whatever residents want to discuss.
Mr. Dolinski said there is very little in the contract that pertains to Blackstone.  He said the current contract has been in place since 2004, there has been excellent service and the Town also received funding.  
Mrs. Maloney thanked the Board of Selectmen on behalf of Comcast and said they are on track to get everything done on time.

Mr. Haughey moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.

Mr. Dolinski said the public has to next week to make any comments and will come back in January for a vote.

Payment to Worldband – Mr. Tinio and Mr. Montoya from Worldband were here.  Mr. Keyes said this is regarding deleted files from the Old Collector/Treasurer’s Office on or about April 2, 2013.  Mr. Montoya said they discovered files were deleted in two locations:  the server used by the Collector/Treasurer’s office and in the files and folders on their computer.  He said the contents of the S drive on the server had been tampered with but they do not know what files had been deleted between April 2, 2013 and April 3, 2013.  He said the entire contents of the shared folder were recovered from the backup copy and all the files in question were restored immediately.  
Mr. Montoya said they had to deliver a loaner computer to the new Collector/Treasurer because they had trouble reading the drive from the old computer.  
Chairman Dubois read a letter from Worldband, which stated that the Town requested Worldband investigate the old computer to see if there was activity regarding third party tax preparation.   Ms. Bik asked if H&R Block was Town business.  Mr. Montoya said no, the majority of those files were deleted and it required disk scanning for recovery.  He said it is impossible to determine if the files stored on that computer were lost but during the recovery process no files of interest met the search criteria of the recovery software.  He does not believe that the Town data was compromised because that machine did not appear to contain any recently deleted files pertaining to the Collector/Treasurer.  
Mr. Tinio said if they sent out the computer to read the missing files it would cost $2,500.  
Mr. Montoya said they discovered that files were deleted on April 3, 2013, when the new Collector/Treasurer tried to use the old computer and found everything was deleted.  

Mr. Chamberland said he wants to back up the computers once a month.  Mr. Montoya said that is already in place.   Attorney Costello said it is required that public records be maintained and cannot be deleted without the authorization of the supervisor.
Appointment of Andrew Blanchette, 294 Lincoln Street, to the Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee, Term of Office – Upon Completion of Objective – Mr. Chamberland so moved, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.
Appointment of Michael Catalano, 20 Mendon Street, to the Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee, Term of Office – Upon Completion of Objective – Ms. Bik made a motion to appoint Michael Catalano, 20 Mendon Street to the Ad Hoc Economic Development Committee, seconded by Mr. Chamberland.  Vote was four ayes with one abstention by Mr. Catalano.
Tax Collection/Tax Title/Tax Audit/Collector – Mr. Keyes said this was part of the audit but the Collector/Treasurer had other commitments.

Bill Walsh – Recycling Center - Mr. Keyes wants to add Mr. Walsh to the January 14, 2014 agenda.

Review License Renewals for 2014 – Chairman Dubois read the Class I, II & III licenses:

Class I
Bert’s Body Works

Paul Marvelle

Class II
A-Plus Tire & Autocare

Blackstone Automotive

Blackstone Motors

Blackstone Prime Auto 

Bridge Street Motors

Charlie’s Motor Sales

Countryside Auto 

Henry’s Auto Parts

Martinelli, Richard

Morin Tire Sales

New England Automotive Group

Oliveira, Abel

Phil’s Auto Parts

R.K. Auto Body  

Robinson, Kenneth

Suburban Auto Sales

Tellstone, Clayton

Universal Truck Sales

Wholesale Cars, LLC

Class III
Countryside Auto Salvage

Henry’s Auto Parts

Phil’s Auto Parts

Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the Class, I, II, and III licenses as read by the Chairman, seconded by Ms. Bik (Exhibit G).  Vote unanimous.

Chairman Dubois read the Common Victualler, Innholder and Automatic Amusement Devices Licenses:  

Common Victualler Licenses
Anderson’s Variety

Betty’s Donuts

Blackstone-Millville Regional School Cafeteria

Dunkin’ Donuts

Emmanuel Mart

Family Grocer

Firehouse Tavern

FWH School

Hunan Place

Ideal Pizza

J.F.K. School Cafeteria

Jigg’s Café

Millerville Men’s Club

Paradise Café 

Park ‘n’ Shop

Polish American Citizens Club

Roast House

Sandy’s Chill Spot

S & H Blackstone Smoke Shop

Stewart’s Catering

Subway (RGMA)

T.K.O. Pizza

Walker’s Pub Ltd.

7-Eleven
Innholder’s License 
Rive Gauche Ltd., Union House Hotel

Automatic Amusement Device Licenses
Jigg’s Café (2 games)

Polish American Citizens Club (Jukebox)

Walker’s Pub (2 games)

Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the Common Victualler, Innholder’s and Automatic Amusement Device licenses as read by the Chairman, seconded by Ms. Bik (Exhibit G).  Vote unanimous.

Chairman Dubois read the Alcohol Beverages Licenses: 
Package Store-All Alcohol
Main Street Discount Liquors

Thrifty Discount Liquors

Retail Package Goods Store-Wine & Malt
Anderson’s Variety

Emmanuel’s Place

Park ‘n’ Shop

Tanavi, Inc. d/b/a Family Grocer

Club License-All Kinds-On Premise
Millerville Men’s Club

Polish American Citizens Club
Common Victualler-All Kinds-On Premise
Firehouse Tavern

Jigg’s Café, Inc.

Roast House

Walker’s Pub Ltd.

Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the above licenses as read by Chairman Dubois, seconded by Ms. Bik (Exhibit G).  Vote unanimous.

Chairman Dubois read the Home Occupation permits and Drainlayer licenses:

Permits-Home Occupation 
Belrose, Elaine

Boyko, Paulette

Camara, Dawn

Dailey, Kerry Ann

The Demo Man

Eldridge, Ann

Ryan, Diane, M.

Jean, Monique H.

Keefe, Daniel 

Martin, Sarah

Marvelle, Paul

Marvelle, Roger & Denise

Pisani, Sheila

Rivet, Gerald

Roy, Lorraine

V & P

Wilson, Bruce E. Jr. 

Drainlayer Licenses
Allard, James (Allard Construction)

Gaudette, Michael P. (G.P.L.)

Gentes, Richard (Gentes Excavating Inc.)

Giguere & Marchand Oil

Giguere & Sons Excavating

Lanoue, Christopher (A.D.C. Septic)

Tetreault, Jason (Aldore Tetreault & Sons)

Trufant, Paul (P.L. Trufant) 

Tusino, James (Guaranteed Builders)

Vadenais, John (Phil’s Landscaping & Excavating)

White, Kenneth (K-C)
Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the above licenses as read by Chairman Dubois, seconded by Mr. Chamberland (Exhibit G).  Vote unanimous.

Chairman Dubois read the Entertainment and Pool Table Licenses:

Entertainment Licenses 

Firehouse Tavern

Jigg’s Café, Inc.

Millerville Men’s Club

Roast House

Walker’s Pub Ltd. 

Pool Table  Licenses 
Polish American Club

Jigg’s Café

Walker’s Pub Ltd.

Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the licenses as read by Chairman Dubois, seconded by Ms. Bik (Exhibit G).  Vote unanimous.
Approval of Payroll Warrants #14EWA12, #14PW12, #14EWA13 and #14PW13 – Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the payroll warrants, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.
Approval of Vendor Warrants #14EW12 and #14EW13 – Mr. Haughey made a motion to approve the vendor warrants, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.
Matters that the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen Reasonably Anticipates to Discuss – None.
Good & Welfare – Selectmen 
Mr. Haughey – He thanked the DPW for their hard work and sanding for the past storm; the roads were in great shape and it helped families get around town.  He said Police Chief Atstupenas initiated Smart 911 and wants either him or Fire Chief Sweeney to come in to discuss.  Chairman Dubois wants them to come to the January 14, 2014 meeting.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy Holidays.
Mr. Catalano – He piggybacked what Mr. Haughey said about the DPW and he also talked to Mr. Sullivan, DPW Superintendent.  He said they are loaded on salt and are set to go.  He said their response was fantastic and they are ready for winter.  He said Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.
Mr. Chamberland – He wished everyone Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Ms. Bik – She said Senator Moore and the Veterans in conjunction with Wreaths Across America are coming to Town Hall on Friday, December 13, 2013 at 10:00 AM to place a wreath to commemorate the sacrifices made by the Veterans and also for the people who are not around at the holidays.  
She said since the Recycling Center received a grant through International Power, residents did not have to pay anything to recycle electronics on November 16, 2013.  She said there were 225 cars and they took in 9 tons of electronics.  She thanked International Power, Mr. Walsh and his staff.  
She said there are a lot of programs at the Library; A Cappella was last Saturday, there are a lot of other events going on and to check their marquis.  She said the Historical Museum had their Bows and Boughs event, over 100 people went through, scouts sang, Helen Murray played and Lorraine made her wonderful food. 
She is grateful at this time of year, wanted to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and have a wonderful time with families and loved ones.
Chairman Dubois – He said he wants Tom Bik to attend the meeting for open space and also wants Mr. Walsh to attend.  He said the budget meeting is January 11, 2014 at 8:30 AM.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.
Mr. Haughey made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 PM, seconded by Ms. Bik.  Vote unanimous.
Respectfully submitted,

Kim Milliken
